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gave up the idea of a confederation, and strove to
create a united kingdom of Italy, it became important,
in view of the possible interference of foreign powers,
to consolidate the different provinces as completely and
rapidly as possible. The Italian statesmen tried, there-
fore, to make the people homogeneous; to remove as
far as possible all local differences; and to destroy all
possibility of local opposition.1 The country, more-
over, was very backward, and a great work of regen-
eration had to be undertaken, especially in the south,
where society was badly disintegrated and brigandage
was rife. To accomplish this a highly centralized and
autocratic system, in which the government could make
itself quickly and decisively felt, was thought essen-
tial ;2 and it was believed, not without reason, that
until the union was accomplished, and order had been
established in Naples and Sicily, it was impossible to
introduce general local self-government or universal
liberty. The old territorial divisions were therefore
swept away, and replaced by artificial districts devoid,
of course, of real local life. A centralized form of
administration was set up, and the government was
given a highly arbitrary power to interfere with the
freedom of the individual. Such a system might have
worked very well in the hands of a wise dictator, but,
as some of the Italian writers have themselves remarked,
it was so entirely inconsistent with the parliamentary
form of government that one of them was sure to spoil

1 See Brusa, pp. 23, 337; Jacini, / Conservatori,  p. 55 et seq.t Due
Anni di Politico, Italiana, pp. 93-94.
3 See Brusa, pp. 253-54.